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Task 1 Complete the following shopping dialogues with any relevant 1 or 2 words for 

each gap. 
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Assistant: Can I __________ (1) you? 

Customer: I’m __________ (2) a pair of jeans. 

Assistant: Right. __________ (3) are you? 

Customer: 30 waist and 34 leg. 

Assistant: Are you OK there? 

Customer: Yes. I’m just __________ (4), thanks. 

Assistant: Do you need any help? 

Customer: No, it’s OK, I’m being __________ (5), 

thank you. 

Customer: Excuse me! I’d like to __________ (6) 

these trousers to see if they fit. 

Assistant: Sure. The __________ (7) is along there at 

the back of the shop. 

Customer: Yes, these jeans are great and fit very well. 

I’ll __________ (9) them. 

Assistant: Fine. Would you like to pay for them over 

at the __________ (10)? 

Customer: Sure. 

Assistant: Do you want this blue jumper as well? 

Customer: No, I think I’ll __________ (8) it, thanks. 



 

Task 2: Read the following blurbs and complete the following tasks. 

Blurb (noun) /blɜːb/ a short description of a book, a new product, etc., written by the people 

who have produced it, that is intended to attract your attention and make you want to buy it 
(https://www.oxfordlearnersdictionaries.com/definition/english/blurb?q=blurb)

 
BLOOD SINISTER 

A tale to make your blood run cold 

The old, leather-bound diary is just a diversion for Ellen 
Forest at first. Sent to her Grandma’s house, she begins 
reading to take her mind off her mysterious illness. For no 
one knows why she’s so pale and drawn, so bloodless. 

But the bizarre history that unfolds is so compelling, so 
strangely tangled up with her own life, that reading proves 
impossible. Ellen begins to feel even more drained than 
before … Could something be reaching across the 
centuries to claim her, bleeding her dry …? 

 
PLEX 

The creature you have just liberated will be 

very agile. Long arms. Good eyes. Considerable 

intelligence. Plus … He glances at us. 
’Aggressive instincts and sharp teeth.’ 

Todd is different from the others. He’s supposed 

to be into sports and trainers and hanging 

around with friends, not sitting alone, 
thinking about monsters. 

Then Todd meets Sly and they become friends 

because they are both outsiders. Together they 

discover Mr. Multiplex, a man with the 

unusual gift of plexing – the ability to mix 

two things together to make what he calls ’the 
best of both worlds’. 

But Mr. Multiplex has just plexed a dog with 

a gibbon, and frightening result – a ’gog’ has 

escaped … Will they manage to find the 
missing creature before it finds them? 

 
MY FUNNY VALENTINE 

Shaunna isn’t fussy – much. She’s just 

not going to settle for an ordinary guy 

like her sister’s gone and done. Ruth’s got 

this cutesy white wedding planned, but 

Shaunna can’t imagine anything more 

soul-destroying than a life with Boring 

Brian. And as for the apricot meringue of 

a bridesmaid’s dress that Ruth is guilt-

tripping her into … 

Stuffed red roses and corny romance – 

Shaunna wants a sweet soulmate who’ll 

drape daisy chains around her neck. But 

is the boy of her daydreams out there 

anywhere? 

 
FOOTLOOSE 

It’s the only way to be 

Going on holiday with your boyfriend should be 

heavenly, spending all that time together, fooling 

around in the sun – bliss. So when he says he 

wants you to go camping with him and four of his 

mates, what do you do? 

You leave him behind. 

When Kelly arrives in Greece with Jade and 

Sarah, she knows she’s done the right thing. The 

clifftop farmhouse is gorgeous, the sea and sun are 

fantastic and the freedom makes her dizzy. The 

days stretch out idyllically before the three girls 

and the nights … It couldn’t be more perfect, until a 

van arrives with five familiar lads in it … 

  

https://www.oxfordlearnersdictionaries.com/definition/english/blurb?q=blurb


 
THE HAUNTING OF ALAIZABEL CRAY 

Amongst the dark streets of London, 

dwells unimaginable terror … 

It happened after the Vernichtung – 

the war left the city damaged, 

bruised, battered, its people 

shattered and battle-scarred and 

open to a terrifying retribution … 

Fool things lurk within the 

labyrinth of the Old Quarter, and 

those who venture out at night are 

easy prey. Prey for the wolves and 

murderers that stalk the crooked 

streets, and for creatures for more 

deadly – the wych-kin. 

But evil disguised is deadliest of 

all. And behind the facade of 

wealth and charity that surrounds 

the uppermost levels of society 

lies a terrifying pact with the 

wych-kin that threatens humankind’s 

very existence. At its heart is the 

beautiful, vulnerable, enigmatic 

Alaizabel Cray – key to the 

ultimate evil. 

Chris Wooding weaves an utterly 

compelling story set against a 

vividly imagined cityscape. You 

will be drawn irresistibly into its 

cobbled lanes, where the darkness 

awaits. 

 

 

  



Task 2.1. After reading the blurbs match the questions (a-e) to the number of the text (1-

5). 

Which book is about … 

a; three girls on holiday together?        ____ 

b; evil forces at work in high society?       ____ 

c; two boys who meet an inventor?        ____ 

d; a girl who is going to be a bridesmaid?       ____ 

e; a girl reading an old diary?        ____ 

/5 

Task 2.2 Write the name from the texts (1-5) in the gap. 

a; ____________________ is looking for a boyfriend who will really understand her. 

b; ____________________ is taking a rest cure for a mystery illness. 

c; ____________________ are the most dangerous creatures on the streets of London. 

d; ____________________ doesn’t want to spend her holiday with a load of boys. 

e; ____________________ is a kind of inventor. 

f; ____________________ is a mysterious and perhaps dangerous woman. 

/6 

Task 2.3 Which novel would you recommend to: (Match the person to the number of the 

book.) 

a; Samantha, who likes stories about vampires?       ____ 

b; Jackie, who adores comedy and romantic fiction?     ____ 

c; Julie, who loves stories set in foreign countries?      ____ 

d; Ray, who prefers futuristic stories and horror fiction?     ____ 

e; Joe, who often reads stories about monsters?      ____ 

/5 

Task 2.4 Find the word from the blurbs that have the same meaning. 

a; an agreement between people/organizations to help each other  ________________ 

b; forget         ________________ 

c; boys / young men        ________________ 

d; can move very quickly and easily     ________________ 

e; difficult to please        ________________ 

/5  



Task 3 Read the text below and fill in the gaps.  

 

POPULATION FACTS 

According to the United Nations’ population figures, the world’s population will be 

(1)__________ to 9.7 billion by the year 2050, (2) __________ to 7.3 billion in 2015. This figure 

(3) __________ into account that each woman on the planet will give birth to two children. 

Eight billion, nine hundred million people may 

sound like an astronomical figure, yet statistics (4) 

__________ that, throughout the world, the 

number of children being born is dropping. In 

Africa the birth rate has decreased from 6.6 to 5.1, 

in Asia from 5.1 to 2.6, in Latin America from 5.0 

to 2.7 and with (5) __________ to the European 

countries, the birth rate is below the replacement 

level. This means fewer people being born for 

every elderly person. For example, by 2050, Spain 

risks being the oldest country in the world. The explanation given for this is the fact that women 

have become better educated and would rather (6) __________ a career than enjoy motherhood. 

Therefore, they (7) __________ bringing up many children and being out of work for long periods 

of time. 

All the same, the world’s population will continue to increase (8) __________ the ageing 

population. This will happen because of an overall rise in life expectancy, especially in the 

developed countries. The main reason for this is that many diseases which were fatal in the past, 

can be (9) __________ nowadays. 

In view of these facts, experts argue that 9.7 billion people is more than our planet will be able to 

take. Others who have a more pessimistic outlook on life (10) __________ that are already on the 

point of not being able to sustain the current population. 

/10 

  

compared view  takes  avoid   progressing    reveal  healed 

 heading create      respect pursue  omit  in spite of  even 

though  cured   warn 



Task 4 Complete the sentences below with a suitable word from the box. Use the correct 

form of the word. Use each word once. 

 

settle, establish, plant, uncover 

Jill’s mum has __________ (1) a lot of flowers in the garden of their new house. 

While the archaeologists were digging in the ruins, they __________ (2) a wonderful mosaic. 

After my brother got married, he __________ (3) in the downtown with his new wife. 

Some artists are planning to __________ (4) a centre for young people’s art activities in the 

city. 

 

advise, consult, recommend, propose, suggest 

I __________ (5) we should go to Turkey for a week, unless you can __________ (6) another 

destination. 

The doctor __________ (7) me to take a few days off work due to a persistent illness. 

The government __________ (8) making radical changes to the educational system.  

If the chest pain continues, you must __________ (9) a doctor. 

 

insure, ensure, reassure, confirm, make sure 

You should __________ (10) your brand new car against fire and theft. 

__________ (11) you lock the windows before you go. 

The role of the judge is to __________ (12) proper legal proceedings. 

I had to ring the airline to __________ (13) my flight 48 hours in advance. 

Jack __________ (14) me that everything would go according to the plan. 

/14 

  



Task 5 Complete the second sentence so that it has the similar meaning to the first 

sentence, using the word given. Do not change the word given. You must use between 

two and five words, including the word given. 

 

Although she tries hard, she never manages to win a game. 

MATTER  She never manages to win a game _________________________ (1) she tries. 

 

You should learn how to operate the dishwasher. 

TIME It is _________________________ (2) how to operate the dishwasher. 

 

I would strongly advise you to apologise for your mistake. 

BETTER You _________________________ (3) your mistake. 

 

Sam is as old as Tom. 

SAME  Sam _________________________ (4) Tom. 

 

Take an umbrella because it might rain later. 

CASE Take an umbrella _________________________ (5) later. 
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Task 6 Read the texts about some of the most famous British poets. Mark the following 

sentences true or false. 

THE POETS 

Blake was good at imagining things. He also had ‘visions’, dreams that he had 

when he was awake. He was an artist, and he drew pictures to go with his poems. 

 

 

Keats died very young, be we can see his love of life and the natural world in his 

poetry. He looked for beauty in the things around him.  

 

 

Wordsworth was a rebel too when he was young, but he lived for many years. 

He lived in the Lake District, a beautiful area of mountains and lakes in the 

north-west of England. He wanted ‘his’ hills to be free of tourists. Today, his 

house in the Lake District is visited by thousands of tourists – the same kind 

of people that Wordsworth didn’t like! 

Byron was the most popular poet of his day. His poems were great and his life was 

exciting. The word ‘Byronic’ means someone who is romantic, handsome, free 

and a rebel. Byron loved Greece, and he went to fight with them against Turkey, 

but he was ill on the boat and died on the way.  

Shelley liked travelling and lived in other countries. He and his wife, Mary, met 

Byron in Italy. They enjoyed telling ghost stories. One of these stories gave Mary 

Shelley the idea for her fantastic, world-famous book Frankenstein. 

 

Coleridge was a friend of Wordsworth’s. When he was young, he took opium 

for pain in his teeth and head. Later he couldn’t stop taking it. He probably 

wrote some of his best poems while he was taking opium. He wrote a long 

poem about a sailor lost at sea: The Ancient Mariner (The Old Sailor). It’s full 

of strange and beautiful things. Today, it’s one his most popular poems.  

 



1. The poets had boring lives that’s why they had time to write.   _____ 

2. They all lived in England.       _____ 

3. They wrote for a very small group of people.     _____ 

4. Blake was gifted with drawing.      _____ 

5. Coleridge was addicted to alcohol.      _____ 

6. Percy Shelley is not the author of the book, Frankenstein.   _____ 

7. Keats couldn’t stand nature.       _____ 

8. Byron had an interesting personality.      _____ 

9. Wordsworth was a rebellious person all his life.    _____ 

10. The Lake District isn’t popular with tourists today.    _____ 
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Task 7 Complete the text below with the correct form of the words in capitals. 

 

Homework 

Homework is a part of every student’s school life. _____________ (1), FORTUNATE 

many of them _____________ (2) of the amount of homework they are given, APPROVE 

and find it particularly _____________ (3) when they have to study a lot before  FAIR 

a test. This makes them feel _____________ (4) and some even become ANXIETY  

physically sick when under pressure. Others sometimes find it  

_____________ (5) to complete their homework, which makes teachers  POSSIBLE 

believe it’s an act of _____________ (6). OBEDIENT 

On the other hand, teachers consider homework _____________ (7). BENEFIT 

They believe students should have a daily schedule to avoid getting 

_____________ (8) and having to hand in  ORGANISE 

_____________ (9) homework. Moreover, teachers think  COMPLETE 

_____________ (10) amounts of homework put students’ future at risk. ADEQUATE 
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Task 8 Fill in the gaps with the correct word. 

 

Gastronomy is a very interesting topic and it is unique in every country. British cuisine is 

famous for steak. Let me remind you the basic information about this popular food. If you are 

cooking steak, you need to turn up the (1) _______________ so that your pan is really hot 

before you put the meat in. There are basically four ways of cooking steak: (2) 

_______________ ,  (3) _______________ , medium and (4) _______________ . I prefer my 

medium steak. 

When people go out for a meal in Britain, on arrival at the restaurant the (5) _______________ 

and the wine-list are asked from the waiter. The guests often have three (6) _______________: 

a(n) (7) _______________ , a (8) _______________ and a dessert. When they pay for their 

meal, they leave 10% (9) _______________ for the waiter, if the (10) _______________ is 

not included. 

/10 

 

  



Task 9: Choose the best reply to each question. 

 

1. Which queen was the ‘Virgin Queen’? 

a; Mary Queen of Scots b; Victoria c; Elisabeth I 

2. Who was a famous writer at the age of Queen Elisabeth I? 

a; Oscar Wilde b; William Shakespeare c; William Blake 

3. What wasn’t the Tower of London used for? 

a; zoo b; restaurant c; prison 

4. What did people call the Scottish fighter, William Wallace? 

a; Bravehand b; Bigfoot c; Braveheart 

5. Which is the correct name of the book written by Geoffrey Chaucer? 

a; The Canterbury Pilgrims b; The Canterbury Tales c; The Canterbury Stories 

6. When did the Black Death first come to Britain? 

a; 14th century b; 12th century c; 10th century 

7. Which two countries does the Channel Tunnel join? 

a; England-Ireland b; England-France c; England-Holland 

8. Who discovered Australia for the British? 

a; Captain Cook b; Charles Darwin c; Captain Scott 

9. What do Oxford and Cambridge have every year? 

a; a boat race b; a fashion show c;  a big dinner 

10. Which of these things did Britain take from India? 

a; train b; cricket c; tea & spices 
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